INTRODUCTION

noon sunshine of such friendly hospitality, for he consid-
ered Mrs. Gilchrist even more gifted as a conversation*
alist than as a writer* For hints of the sort of talk that
flowed with Mrs. Gilchrist*s tea I must refer the reader
to her son's realistic biography.

After two years of residence in Philadelphia, the
Gilchrists went to dwell in Boston and later in New
York City, and met the leaders in the two literary capi-
tals. From these addresses the letters begin again,
after the natural interruption of two years, It is at
this time that the first letters from I lerbert ant! Beatrice
Gilchrist were written. These a re given in this volume
to complete the chain and to show how completely
they were in sympathy with their mother in their love
and appreciation of Whitman. From New York they
all sailed for their old home in England mi June 7, 1870,
Whitman came the day before to wish I Item #001!
voyage. The chief reason for the return to Fnglund
seems to have been the desire to send Beatrice to Berne
to complete her medical education. After the return
to England, or rather while they are htill en route at
Glasgow, the letters begin again,

Several years of literary work yet remained to Mrs.
Gilchrist, The chief writings of these yeans ww* a
new edition of the Blake, a life of Mary Limb for the
Eminent Women Series, an article on Blalu* for the
Dictionary of National Biography, .several essays
including "Three Glimpses of a New Hngland Village/*
and the "Confession of Faith," She was hcgiiining
a careful study of the life and writings of Curly Ic, with
the intention of writing a life of tier old friend to reply
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